





Personality cult, which developed in the 20th
century, is closely linked to the development of
mass media. The development of photography,
sound recording, film, and mass production,

as well as techniques used in commercial
advertising, enabled political leaders to project
a positive image like never before, and it was
from these circumstances that the best-known
personality cults in the 20th century arose.

A third generation of the murderous
dictatorship in North Korea, whose leaders
presented themselves as human incarnation

of gods, has come to power. The new leader of
North Korea doesn’t arouse much hope, on the
contrary; Kim Jong Un seems to be no less crazy
or murderous than his father and grandfather -
in fact he appears to be worse than his
predecessors.

In honor of the new leader’s succession to
power, “the third in the dynasty of the living
gods of North Korea, Tommy Cha’s video work
documents a moment in the continuous
relationship of personality cult between the
people and its leaders. The brainwashed citizens
of North Korea worship their leaders not only in
their own private compounds; to their endless
delight, they can now visit the embalmed body
of theirimmortal leader, who recently passed
away, cry bitterly and feel close to the man who
for 17 years led them from bad to worse.

Granted, all dictators are the same; from Stalin
and Hitler to Ceausescu and Kaddafi - they all
filled their respective countries with souring
statues of themselves and their portraits were
displayed in every office. However, it seems that
the former dictators of North Korea, Kim Il Sung
and his son Kim Jong Il raised the personality
cult to unprecedented levels. Unlike most

20th century dictators, who waged fierce wars
against all religions, Kim Il Sung understood that
religious rituals can be manipulated to enhance
his own worship, and in fact he created a new
religion revolving around himself. Considering
their poor achievements regarding the quality
of life of their subjects, the phenomenon of
worship towards father and son is all the more
amazing.
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Tommy Cha | England

That Lovin' Feeling, 2011
Audio video installation, color
7.45 min

Courtesy of the artist



